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STATE OF THE 
RECREATIONAL 

BOATING INDUSTRY
Frank Hugelmeyer

President & CEO
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PERSISTENT 
DYNAMICS
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WHAT TO WATCH
GOOD CAUTION TROUBLE

Interest Rates

New Private Housing Starts

Fuel Prices

Consumer Confidence

Consumer Sentiment

Wholesale & Retail Credit Availability

Wages & Employment

SUV & Light Truck Series

Marine Dealer Inventories

Consumer Net Worth/Debt

RV Inventories

©2020 NMMA All rights reserved. No reproduction of any kind may be made without the express permission of NMMA.



44

Source: NMMA Business Intelligence Abstract 
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2023 vs. 2024

-9%

-2%

-12%

-8%

-15%

-13%

-10%

-5%

-14%

PWC Freshwater
Fish

Pontoon Saltwater
Fish

Wake Sport Runabout Cruiser Yacht Jet Boat
Source: NMMA Monthly Industry Data Summary 

R12M through November 2025

U.S. RETAIL UNIT SALES BY SEGMENT
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BOATING MARKETPLACE

Source: NMMA Business Intelligence Abstract (includes sailboats)
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PARTICIPATION IS HEALTHY

Outdoor Recreation Participation

Americans go boating each year.85m+
Member trips through world’s largest 
boat club, setting record for 2025. 640k+

+3%
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CAUTIOUS 
OPTIMISM
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ACT AND 
PREPARE
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MARKET 
EXPANSION
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TASKS TO ACCOMPLISH

WHY:

WHAT:

Determine How to Measure 
Success for Discover Boating

Determine How to 
Achieve That Success
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ADVOCACY
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PRO-GROWTH 
TAX POLICY
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GLOBAL 
TRADE POLICY
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REGULATORY 
MODERNIZATION
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BOATER
ACCESS
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American Boating 
Congress

May 4-6 | Washington, D.C. 

SAVE THE DATE
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